
WASHINGTON STATE HPV TASK FORCE
October 20th, 2023



Agenda

1. Housekeeping and Updates
2. Resources and other Notable Materials
3. Project Brainstorming and Feedback
4. Report Out
5. BREAK
6. Data Update
7. Presentation: HPV Self Sampling
8. Wrap Up



Housekeeping

• We will be recording this webinar so you can find it and all the 
resources referenced today on the WithinReach website.  You will 
receive a follow up email with links to the material covered once it is 
available. 

• While the focus is absolutely on HPV vaccination – we are also 
looking at adolescent immunizations collectively as they are all 
significantly impacted by pandemic, too narrow a focus on just HPV 
can create missed opportunities and the actions steps we are going to 
be discussing can increase rates and protection against many vaccine 
preventable disease.



Code of Conduct

A friendly reminder that the HPV Taskforce invites all who attend today 
to help us create a safe, positive experience for everyone. Members and 
participants agree to support our mission and strengthen HPV 
prevention efforts in Washington State based on evidence-based 
guidance from the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices 
(ACIP).

If you are subjected to an unacceptable behavior, notice that someone 
else is being subjected to unacceptable behavior, or have any other 
concerns, please notify any of the HPV Task Force planning team 
members as soon as possible. All reports will remain completely 
confidential.

See that chat message for more details.



Save the Date

• 2024 Meeting Dates:
• February 2nd, 2024: Task Force (2-hour meeting)

• May 10th, 2024: Roundtable (4-hour meeting)

• October 11th, 2024: Task Force (2-hour meeting)

• Meetings will be virtual



Cancer Action 
Plan of 
Washington

• Recently Launched State-Wide Cancer 
Coalition

• 5-Year Cancer Plan
• Includes HPV vaccine and HPV-related Cancer 

priorities

• Next Meeting January 24th, 2024
• In-Person in Olympia, WA

• Virtual Option



Task Force Accomplishments



Task Force Accomplishments

• April ‘23 – State Roundtable with over 90 attendees; 2 virtual task force meetings – Feb./Oct. ’23

• Work Groups: Community Outreach & Clinical Interventions
• Community Engagement – Dear native and Tribal Letter; Oral Health/Dental Provider Letter and Resources 

(sent to 33,000)

• Clinical Intervention – Back to School Provider Letter; CME Webinars
• Understanding HPV Disparities in Rural Communities and Addressing Vaccine Hesitancy

• HPV Vaccine Starts at 9: Why? How? Now!  Cancer Prevention Made Easy

• Published Article: 
• Multi-level quality improvement strategies to optimize HPV vaccination starting at the 9-year well child visit: 

Success stories from two private pediatric clinics. 

• Pending Second Article

• Quality Improvement Coaching – 25 clinics
• Collaboration with WACHIP and WCAAP

• HPV Task Force Planning Team Awarded American Cancer Society Health Equity Award

• American Cancer Society Age 9 Champion – Dr. Sherri Zorn

https://immunitycommunitywa.org/understanding-hpv-disparities-in-rural-communities-addressing-hpv-vaccine-hesitancy/
https://doh.wa.gov/you-and-your-family/immunization/immunization-training/hpv-vaccine-starts-9-why-how-now-cancer-prevention-made-easy
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21645515.2022.2163807
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/21645515.2022.2163807


HPV Resource Distribution  
5,114 Pieces sent to partners around the state
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235 – Protect Preteen/Teen with Vaccines - large 
posters – 18”x24” laminated (60 co-branded)
1,716 – Protect Preteen/Teen with Vaccines - small 
posters – 8.5”x11” laminated (423 co-branded)
500 – Protect Preteen/Teen with Vaccines  - 8.5”x11” 
flat sheets (co-branded)
1,805 – Protect Your Child Handout  - 8.5”x11” flat 
sheets 
83 – Preventing Cancer at the Dentist - small posters 
– 8.5”x11” laminated 
775 – Preventing Cancer at the Dentist - Tri-fold 
Dental brochures

Washington State HPV Task Force was awarded a grant from the NW HPV Summit, an 
arm of the National HPV Roundtable. Additional dollars were also secured from the 
American Cancer Society

=

=



Task Force Accomplishments

• Presentations Given: Washington State Public Health Association, National Public Health 
Information Coalition, Northwest Immunization Conference

• Tabling: WA Immunization Conference

• Resource Creation and Distribution: Cue Card (Spanish Translation); 2 New Languages for Posters: 
Korean and Punjabi; What is the Task Force flyer. 

• Collaboration with DOH, WithinReach, Vax Northwest 
• Recall Letter (in 11 languages)

• How to Guide 

• Reminder Recall Tutorial Video 

• Coverage Rate Report Tutorial Video

• Coming Soon: Publicly Available DOH Age 9 Data

http://hpvroundtable.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Starts-at-9-Kits_Cue-Card_SPANISH_d01-6.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-09/348739-AdolescentImmmunizationSchedulePoster-Korean.pdf?uid=651dc322af42f
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-09/348739-AdolescentImmmunizationSchedulePoster-Punjabi.pdf?uid=651dc322af8a0
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fdoh.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2023-05%2F348-964-Multi-languageReminderRecallLetter-ImmunizationsWellChildVisits.docx%3Fuid%3D6531c789922db&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://doh.wa.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/Documents/Pubs/348-573-ReminderRecallGuidePub.pdf?uid=63fd0a618cb68
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wckrLMuH2vE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uH8HpCQr4VE


2023 Topics Covered

• Provider Training

• Communication/Messaging

• Vaccine Hesitancy

• Impacts of WIIS Change

• Starting at 9 Resources

• Cancer Data

• Vaccine Data

• Latest Research

• Community Outreach

• Self-Sampling



Quick Poll



Nicole Rhodes, CHES

Immunizations Health Educator
Washington State Department of Health



Washington State Department of Health

HPV RESOURCE UPDATES



Nicole Rhodes
Immunization Health Educator

Health Promotion and Education (HPE)

Office of Public Affairs and Equity (OPAE) 

Washington State Department of Health

nicole.rhodes@doh.wa.gov
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• Last year the Washington state Vaccine Advisory Committee (VAC) passed a 
motion to take action to encourage HPV vaccination. 

• On January 20th, the Washington state Immunization Information System 
(IIS) updated the forecast for HPV to start at nine.

• Starting the HPV vaccination series at age nine is recommended by:
• American Cancer Society

• American Academy of Pediatrics

• Washington state Vaccine Advisory Committee (VAC)

• Washington State Department of Health (DOH)

• DOH will track and publish state and county-level data on HPV vaccination 
coverage rates for children 9-10 annually (reporting starting in 2024)

HPV at Nine
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DOH Resources

Available in: 
• Spanish
• Russian
• Ukrainian
• Vietnamese 
• Marshallese 

NEW 
• Korean 
• Punjabi 

Go to: 
doh.wa.gov/hpv
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Adolescent Immunization Schedule
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HPV Brochure

Now available in: 
• Spanish
• Russian
• Ukrainian
• Vietnamese 
• Marshallese 



Washington State Department of Health | 20

HPV Flyer
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• Dental providers play a unique role in 
HPV cancer prevention. 

• Pre-teen and adolescent patients 
tend to see the dentist twice yearly 

• Dental professionals can promote 
HPV vaccination by providing 
counseling to parents and patients 

• Share HPV’s link to oropharyngeal 
cancer

Dental Provider Resources
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Printing Dental Cards
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Vaccine resource hub 
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National HPV 
Roundtable 

There was a 65% 
reduction in cervical 
cancer incidence rated in 
women aged 20-24 from 
2012 to 2018
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National Roundtable Resource Center



To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 



Project Brainstorming

•Breakout into 2 groups to discuss 2024 focus areas 

for HPV Task Force.
• Group 1: Community Outreach

• Group 2: Clinical Intervention



Report Out



Quick Poll



BREAK
Back at 9:10am



Nicole Rhodes, CHES

Immunizations Health Educator
Washington State Department of Health



Washington State Department of Health

HPV DATA



 
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WAIIS Data NIS Teen Data

• Population based

• Uses valid vaccine (ACIP)

• Point in time estimates

• Small area estimates (county, 
zip code, etc.)

• Real time

• Used to compare within state

• Sample based

• Uses all vaccine administered

• Annual estimates

• State and regional estimates

• Not timely

• Used to compare nationally

WAIIS vs. NIS Teen Data
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Vaccination Coverage by Year among Adolescents Age 13-17 years, Washington
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>1Dose HPV Vaccination Coverage, 13-17 Year Olds
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Up-to-date HPV Vaccination Coverage, 13-17 Year Olds



Washington State Department of Health | 37

Vaccination Coverage, Private vs. any-Medicaid Insurance 
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Teens born in 2008 have significantly lower coverage with ≥1 Tdap, ≥1 HPV, and a lower percentage HPV 
UTD than previous birth cohorts. 

Coverage by Birth Year



WAIIS Data
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HPV Doses Administered 9-10 Year Olds

Source: Data based on doses administered data documented in the Washington State Department of Health Immunization Information System
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HPV Doses Administered 11-12 Year Olds

Source: Data based on doses administered data documented in the Washington State Department of Health Immunization Information System
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HPV Doses Administered – 13-17 Year Olds

Source: Data based on doses administered data documented in the Washington State Department of Health Immunization Information System
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To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. 



HPV Self Sampling
Rachel Winer and John Lin
University of Washington



THE POTENTIAL FOR HPV SELF-SAMPLING TO 
INCREASE CERVICAL CANCER SCREENING ACCESS AND 
UPTAKE

Rachel Winer, John Lin
Department of Epidemiology

University of Washington



>50%
of the 14,000 cervical cancers diagnosed 
each year are in the 25% of people who 
are not up to date with screening.





> With primary HPV screening now a guideline-
approved option, HPV self-sampling is an 
emerging strategy.

> Potential to increase access & eliminate need for 
a clinic visit for a majority of people with a cervix. 

ALTERNATIVE SCREENING STRATEGIES



> Highly acceptable & increases participation in cervical 

cancer screening

> Comparable diagnostic accuracy to clinician‐collected 

sampling for detecting cervical precancer

> WHO guidelines recommend primary HPV screening & 

recommend making self-sampling available as an 

additional approach

> Several countries now include HPV self-sampling 

options

SELF-SAMPLING FOR HPV



> Potential to address disparities (exacerbated by 
COVID-19 pandemic)

> Potential utility for underscreened/marginalized 
groups (e.g., rural residents, racial/ethnic 
minorities, sexual & gender minorities, victims of 
sexual abuse, individuals with physical or mental 
health concerns, individuals with religious or 
cultural barriers)

OPPORTUNITIES WITH HPV SELF-SAMPLING



THE STEP TRIAL: BACKGROUND

> Mailing HPV self-sampling kits to underscreened 
individuals increases adherence. 
– Meta-analysis of 25 trials1: 13% absolute increase vs. control

– U.S. HOME trial2: 9% absolute increase vs. control

> Randomized trials have not evaluated offering 
self-sampling to previously-adherent individuals. 

> Optimal strategies for increasing cervical cancer 
screening may differ by patient screening history 
and healthcare setting.

1. Costa et al, Br J Cancer 2023; 2. Winer et al, JAMA Netw Open 2019



STUDY OVERVIEW

> Study setting: Kaiser Permanente Washington – a 
large, integrated healthcare delivery system in 
Washington State, USA

> Pragmatic trial to evaluate effectiveness of 
different outreach approaches for offering HPV 
self-sampling, by screening history (previously-
adherent, overdue, unknown)



OUTREACH APPROACHES

> Education: Mailed educational material + Usual 
care screening reminders 

> Direct Mail:  Directly-mailed home HPV kit + 
educational material + Usual care

> Opt-In: Option to request a home HPV kit + 
educational material + Usual care  



STUDY DESIGN

> Electronic medical records to identify and 
randomize eligible individuals, Nov 2020 - Jan 2022

> Screening completion outcome tracked for 6-
months post-randomization as either:
– In-clinic screening

– Kit return with negative or HPV16/18+ results

– Kit return with in-clinic reflex cytology when results were 
other HR-HPV+ or unsatisfactory

> Intention-to-treat analysis



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

STEP Team collaborators at the University of Washington, Kaiser Permanente 
Washington Health Research Institute, Kaiser Permanente Washington, Kaiser 
Permanente Center for Health Research, and the University of Chicago

Melissa Anderson 

Diana Buist

Hongyuan Gao

Beverly Green 

Kristina Hansen

John Lin

Richard Meenan

Angela Sparks

Jasmin Tiro

Funding: National Cancer Institute - R01CA240375

ClinicalTrials.gov: NCT04679675

Brandie Sevey

Caitlin Dorsey

James Greene

Sarah Levy

Barbara Detering

Susan Carol Bradford

DT Tran

Theresia Tutt

Wendy Robinson

Dina Greene 

Sony Kilgore-Martin

Judy Rose

Catherine Troja

John Dunn

Annie Chun 

Margaret Chin

Chris Tachibana



Wrap Up



Save the Date

• 2024 Meeting Dates:
• February 2nd, 2024: Task Force (2-hour meeting)

• May 10th, 2024: Roundtable (4-hour meeting)

• October 11th, 2024: Task Force (2-hour meeting)

• Meetings will be virtual



Cancer Action 
Plan of 
Washington

• Recently Launched State-Wide Cancer 
Coalition

• 5-Year Cancer Plan
• Includes HPV vaccine and HPV-related Cancer 

priorities

• Next Meeting January 24th, 2024
• In-Person in Olympia, WA

• Virtual Option



Thank you for doing your part to prevent 
HPV Cancers!
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