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Agenda

• Washington DOH Hepatitis B recommendations following ACIP 
December vote

• January 5, 2026 HHS/CDC Childhood Immunization Schedule revisions
o What changed: a closer look 

• What this means

• Washington DOH and West Coast Health Alliance (WCHA) 
recommendations 

• Public Health resources and support
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DOH and Partner Alliances

The Washington State Department of Health (DOH) and 
the West Coast Health Alliance (WCHA) are closely 
monitoring rapidly evolving federal developments and 
are committed to transparency as updates arise. DOH 
will continue to keep Tribes and partners informed.

DOH is actively collaborating with immunization-related 
alliances, committees, and boards at both the regional 
and national levels to align strategy and response.



WA DOH Hepatitis B Vaccine Recommendation

The Washington State Department of Health (DOH) continues to recommend:
• All newborns receive the hepatitis B vaccine within 24 hours of birth, with completion of the 3 to 4 

dose series by 18 months of age, regardless of the birth parents’ hepatitis B infection status. 

• Newborns of birth parents who test positive for hepatitis B infection or have an unknown status 
receive hepatitis B vaccine and hepatitis B immunoglobulin within 12 hours of birth.

• For infants born to a parent who is hepatitis B-positive, perform perinatal post-vaccination 
serologic testing 1-2 months after vaccine series completion, but not before 9 months of age.

This recommendation aligns with recommendations from the West Coast Health Alliance and leading 
national organizations, including the American Academy of Pediatrics, the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists, and the Infectious Diseases Society of America. 

Routine birth-dose vaccination, recommended since 1991, has contributed to a 99% reduction in 
annual hepatitis B infections and has prevented more than 500,000 childhood infections and an 
estimated 90,100 childhood deaths.

Read our blog: 
Why the 
Hepatitis B 
Vaccine Birth 
Dose Matters 
on Public 
Health 
Connection 
(Spanish 
version 
available).

https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/west-coast-health-alliance-wa-doh-and-leading-national-medical-organizations-continue-recommend
https://www.aap.org/en/news-room/news-releases/aap/2025/hepatitis-b-immunization-is-critical-to-protect-all-newborns/?_gl=1*1kd848y*_ga*MTk2Nzc0Mjc0Ny4xNzU1MDk5Njcz*_ga_FD9D3XZVQQ*czE3NjYwOTM2NjEkbzckZzEkdDE3NjYwOTM2ODAkajQxJGwwJGgw
https://www.acog.org/programs/immunization-infectious-disease-public-health/maternal-immunization-task-force/comments-to-cdc-advisory-committee-on-the-importance-of-guidance-for-maternal-and-infant-immunization
https://www.acog.org/programs/immunization-infectious-disease-public-health/maternal-immunization-task-force/comments-to-cdc-advisory-committee-on-the-importance-of-guidance-for-maternal-and-infant-immunization
https://www.idsociety.org/~/link/32d1b62e77d74a7c9e19fd74f784e9e8.aspx
https://www.apha.org/news-and-media/news-releases/apha-news-releases/public-health-and-policy-experts-urge-the-cdc-to-maintain-universal-newborn-hepatitis-b-vaccination
https://www.apha.org/news-and-media/news-releases/apha-news-releases/public-health-and-policy-experts-urge-the-cdc-to-maintain-universal-newborn-hepatitis-b-vaccination
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fmedium.com%252Fwadepthealth%252Fwhy-the-hepatitis-b-vaccine-birth-dose-matters-7e5d4b51111c%26data=05%257C02%257CPoornima.Jayaraman%2540doh.wa.gov%257C016d1f4900b048a6278808de4e147a36%257C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%257C0%257C0%257C639034047019217735%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=vHWeaSmSprWTyc6JyERg%252FkZFxYZ9cDqDFw8zz%252Bvpz2g%253D%26reserved=0/1/0101019ba399f536-dfde9d07-5c33-4ac0-9478-9e19f2b0c7bb-000000/9yRN6OMow59y4LW2Ewasi4EzaaIQCuKz7mhrvcYkB60=439
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fmedium.com%252Fwadepthealth%252Fwhy-the-hepatitis-b-vaccine-birth-dose-matters-7e5d4b51111c%26data=05%257C02%257CPoornima.Jayaraman%2540doh.wa.gov%257C016d1f4900b048a6278808de4e147a36%257C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%257C0%257C0%257C639034047019217735%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=vHWeaSmSprWTyc6JyERg%252FkZFxYZ9cDqDFw8zz%252Bvpz2g%253D%26reserved=0/1/0101019ba399f536-dfde9d07-5c33-4ac0-9478-9e19f2b0c7bb-000000/9yRN6OMow59y4LW2Ewasi4EzaaIQCuKz7mhrvcYkB60=439
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fmedium.com%252Fwadepthealth%252Fwhy-the-hepatitis-b-vaccine-birth-dose-matters-7e5d4b51111c%26data=05%257C02%257CPoornima.Jayaraman%2540doh.wa.gov%257C016d1f4900b048a6278808de4e147a36%257C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%257C0%257C0%257C639034047019217735%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=vHWeaSmSprWTyc6JyERg%252FkZFxYZ9cDqDFw8zz%252Bvpz2g%253D%26reserved=0/1/0101019ba399f536-dfde9d07-5c33-4ac0-9478-9e19f2b0c7bb-000000/9yRN6OMow59y4LW2Ewasi4EzaaIQCuKz7mhrvcYkB60=439
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%2F%3Furl=https%253A%252F%252Fmedium.com%252Fwadepthealth%252Fwhy-the-hepatitis-b-vaccine-birth-dose-matters-7e5d4b51111c%26data=05%257C02%257CPoornima.Jayaraman%2540doh.wa.gov%257C016d1f4900b048a6278808de4e147a36%257C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%257C0%257C0%257C639034047019217735%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%253D%253D%257C0%257C%257C%257C%26sdata=vHWeaSmSprWTyc6JyERg%252FkZFxYZ9cDqDFw8zz%252Bvpz2g%253D%26reserved=0/1/0101019ba399f536-dfde9d07-5c33-4ac0-9478-9e19f2b0c7bb-000000/9yRN6OMow59y4LW2Ewasi4EzaaIQCuKz7mhrvcYkB60=439
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fmedium.com%252Fbienestarwa%252Fpor-qu%2525C3%2525A9-es-importante-la-vacuna-contra-la-hepatitis-b-al-nacer-920d3e5813a3%2F1%2F0101019b9995419c-308ee541-382f-4884-94ef-7cb3ba8b1651-000000%2F1nOwmQZTQT-aaEFNsdeCU2yfozMt87hCUQK9P_W-y_k=439/1/0101019ba399f536-dfde9d07-5c33-4ac0-9478-9e19f2b0c7bb-000000/-E_z-4PFxhx72ur5vXe0SF3H-O7JXnK1kmUb8H7ltrs=439
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fmedium.com%252Fbienestarwa%252Fpor-qu%2525C3%2525A9-es-importante-la-vacuna-contra-la-hepatitis-b-al-nacer-920d3e5813a3%2F1%2F0101019b9995419c-308ee541-382f-4884-94ef-7cb3ba8b1651-000000%2F1nOwmQZTQT-aaEFNsdeCU2yfozMt87hCUQK9P_W-y_k=439/1/0101019ba399f536-dfde9d07-5c33-4ac0-9478-9e19f2b0c7bb-000000/-E_z-4PFxhx72ur5vXe0SF3H-O7JXnK1kmUb8H7ltrs=439
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HHS Changes to the Childhood Immunization Schedule

HHS Press Releases issued January 5, 2026 

• CDC Acts on Presidential Memorandum to Update 
Childhood Immunization Schedule | HHS.gov

• Fact Sheet: CDC Childhood Immunization 
Recommendations | HHS.gov

https://www.hhs.gov/press-room/cdc-acts-presidential-memorandum-update-childhood-immunization-schedule.html
https://www.hhs.gov/press-room/cdc-acts-presidential-memorandum-update-childhood-immunization-schedule.html
https://www.hhs.gov/press-room/cdc-acts-presidential-memorandum-update-childhood-immunization-schedule.html
https://www.hhs.gov/press-room/fact-sheet-cdc-childhood-immunization-recommendations.html
https://www.hhs.gov/press-room/fact-sheet-cdc-childhood-immunization-recommendations.html
https://www.hhs.gov/press-room/fact-sheet-cdc-childhood-immunization-recommendations.html
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What Changed: A Closer Look

Vaccine-Preventable Disease AAP Recommendations Changes in Recommendation

HPV (Human papillomavirus)
Contagious viral infection spread by close skin-to-skin 
touching, including during sex 

For all adolescents, 2 doses
• dose one: starting at age 9
• dose two: 6 months later

1 Dose instead of 2, but still 
recommended for all children

RSV (Respiratory syncytial virus)
Contagious viral infection of the nose, throat, and 
sometimes lungs; spread through air and direct contact

Recommended for all babies 
under 8 months of age

High Risk Groups Only

Hepatitis A
Contagious viral infection of the liver; spread by 
contaminated food or drink or close contact with an 
infected person

2-dose series: 12–23 months of 
age

High Risk Groups Only

Hepatitis B 
Contagious viral infection of the liver; spread through 
contact with infected body fluids such as blood or semen

Birth High Risk Groups Only
*suggested to be given starting 
at 2 months of age

Meningococcal ACWY
Contagious bacterial infection of the lining of the brain 
and spinal cord or the bloodstream; spread through air 
and direct contact 

For all adolescents, 2 doses
• dose one: starting at age 9
• dose two: 6 months later

High Risk Groups Only
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What Changed: A Closer Look

Vaccine-Preventable Disease AAP Recommendations Changes in Recommendation

Influenza (Flu) 
Contagious viral infection of the nose, throat, and 
sometimes lungs; spread through air and direct contact

6 months of age, minimum No longer routinely 
recommended / Shared Clinical 
Decision-Making

COVID-19 
Contagious viral infection of the nose, throat, or lungs; 
may feel like a cold or flu. Spread through air and direct 
contact

6 months of age, minimum No longer routinely 
recommended / Shared Clinical 
Decision-Making

Rotavirus 
Contagious viral infection of the gut; spread through the 
mouth from hands and food contaminated with stool

6 weeks of age, minimum No longer routinely 
recommended / Shared Clinical 
Decision-Making

Sources:
• American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) Recommended Child and Adolescent Immunization Schedule
• Childhood Immunization Schedule by Recommendation Group | HHS.gov

https://www.hhs.gov/childhood-immunization-schedule/index.html
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP-Immunization-Schedule.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/childhood-immunization-schedule/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/childhood-immunization-schedule/index.html
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What Does This Mean?

• Changes in the newly released recommended immunization schedule 
are not based on new evidence about vaccine safety or effectiveness. 

o The revisions were driven by a comparison of the number of 
routine vaccines recommended in the U.S. versus select other 
countries, without accounting for differing health systems, 
disease burden, or access to care. 

o The changes were not reviewed by medical or public health 
experts, health care providers, or the public prior to release.

• Insurance coverage is not expected to change this plan year. 
All child and adolescent vaccines recommended as of December 31, 
2025, will continue to be available and covered by public and private 
insurers.
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WA DOH and WCHA Reaffirm Alignment with AAP Child and 
Adolescent Immunization Schedule 

Vaccines save lives. 

The WCHA and WA DOH reaffirm alignment with 
the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) 
Recommended Child and Adolescent Immunization 
Schedule. 

Read: 
• The WCHA Press Release, January 5, 2026

• The WA DOH Press Release, January 5, 2026

Additional reading: 
States, health organizations reject new 
CDC vaccine guidance | CIDRAP

https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP-Immunization-Schedule.pdf
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP-Immunization-Schedule.pdf
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP-Immunization-Schedule.pdf
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/west-coast-health-alliance-continues-recommend-vaccination-alignment-american-academy-pediatrics-aap
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/west-coast-health-alliance-continues-recommend-vaccination-alignment-american-academy-pediatrics-aap
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/washington-state-department-health-statement-federal-changes-childhood-vaccine-recommendations
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/washington-state-department-health-statement-federal-changes-childhood-vaccine-recommendations
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/public-health/states-health-organizations-reject-new-cdc-vaccine-guidance
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/public-health/states-health-organizations-reject-new-cdc-vaccine-guidance
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American 
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Child and 
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Washington DOH Respiratory Virus Immunization Recommendations

Read: West Coast Health Alliance announces vaccine recommendations for COVID-19, flu, and RSV | Washington 
State Department of Health

https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/west-coast-health-alliance-announces-vaccine-recommendations-covid-19-flu-and-rsv
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/west-coast-health-alliance-announces-vaccine-recommendations-covid-19-flu-and-rsv
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/west-coast-health-alliance-announces-vaccine-recommendations-covid-19-flu-and-rsv
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/west-coast-health-alliance-announces-vaccine-recommendations-covid-19-flu-and-rsv
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Need Public Health Information or Support?

• Visit the Washington State Department of Health (DOH) website for trusted public 
health information. 

• Sign up for WA DOH newsletters for timely updates.

• Follow WA DOH on social media: Facebook, Threads, Instagram, Bluesky, and TikTok.

• Contact your Local Health Jurisdiction (LHJ) for public health information and 
resources in your community. 

• For immunization-related questions, email OI@doh.wa.gov 

• Explore immunization tools and materials in the Vaccine Confidence Resource Library 
on the DOH website. 

https://doh.wa.gov/
https://doh.wa.gov/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOH/subscriber/new
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADOH/subscriber/new
https://www.facebook.com/WADeptHealth
https://www.threads.com/@wadepthealth
https://www.instagram.com/wadepthealth/
https://bsky.app/profile/doh.wa.gov
https://www.tiktok.com/@wadepthealth
https://doh.wa.gov/about-us/washingtons-public-health-system/washington-state-local-health-jurisdictions
https://doh.wa.gov/about-us/washingtons-public-health-system/washington-state-local-health-jurisdictions
mailto:OI@doh.wa.gov
https://doh.wa.gov/you-and-your-family/immunization/vaccine-confidence-resource-library


To request this document in another format, call 1-800-525-0127. Deaf or hard of
hearing customers, please call 711 (Washington Relay) or email doh.information@doh.wa.gov. 
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