
 

  

 

 

Draft Minutes of the Environmental Justice Council 
May 25, 2022 

2:00pm-6:30pm 
Virtual meeting via ZOOM Platform 

 

Council members present: 
 

• Council Member Maria Batayola  

• Council Member Maria Blancas  

• The Honorable Jarred-Michael Erickson (left meeting at 3:14pm) 

• Council Member Running-Grass  

• Council Member Rosalinda Guillen  

• Council Member Aurora Martin  

• Council Member David Mendoza  

• Council Member Esther Min  

• Dawn Vyvyan representing The Honorable Sylvia Miller  

• Council Member Nirae Petty  

• Council Member Faaluaina Pritchard  

• Council Member David Bayne  

• Council Member Laura Blackmore  

• Council Member Tom Bugert  

• Council Member Allison Dane Camden  

• Council Member Michael Furze  

• Council Member Nicole Johnson  

• Council Member Millie Piazza  

• Council Member Todd Mitchell (joined at 4:19pm)

Council members absent: 

• Council Member Nichole Banegas 

• The Honorable Patrick DePoe 

• The Honorable Misty Napeahi 

• Council Member Raeshawna Ware 
 
Meeting facilitator:  

• LaKesha Kimbrough
 

Council staff present: 

• Sierra Rotakhina 

• Theo Cielos 

• Rowena Pineda 



 
 

 

LaKesha Kimbrough, Meeting Facilitator, called the public meeting to order at 2:10 p.m.  

 

I. Welcome and Introduction 

LaKesha Kimbrough shared that Community members have asked the Council Members to share 

which communities or organizations, etc. they represent on the Environmental Justice Council. The 

Council member descriptions of who they feel they represent on the Council is included at the end 

of these meeting notes (see Appendix A). 

 

II. Today’s Meeting Norms and Decision-making Process 

The Council reviewed the meeting norms established at the April 4, 2022 Council Meeting. 

Theo Cielos, Community Outreach Coordinator for the Council, presented a temporary decision-

making process and the Council Members discussed the proposal, made modifications, and adopted 

the following temporary decision-making process to be used for the May 25, 2022 meeting: 

• The Council will use a consensus-based decision-making process similar to Fist of Five. Ex 

officio liaisons will be engaged in the discussion and proposal formation, but will not be a part 

of roll-call for final consensus.  

• The Council will check for consensus (using a “straw poll”) after thoughtful dialogue where all 

members have a chance to voice their concerns, ideas, and perspectives. Council members 

can choose one of the following with an opportunity to share why they are taking this 

position: 

a. Yes, I approve. 

b. Yes, with reservations. 

c. Not voting until we have further discussions. 

d. I don’t approve, but I won’t block. 

e. I block. Serious concerns. 

f. Stand aside. Recuse myself. 

• The position that each Council member takes and their reasoning (if they want to share it) 

will be captured in the meeting notes.  

 

III. Approval of Agenda   
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The Council came to full consensus with members present and adopted the agenda as posted in 

advance of the meeting without changes. The following Council Members were absent for this 

agenda item:   

• Council Member Todd Mitchell 

• Council Member Nichole Banegas 

• The Honorable Patrick DePoe 

• The Honorable Misty Napeahi 

• Council Member Raeshawna Ware 

• The Honorable Sylvia Miller 

 

IV. Approval of April 4 Meeting Minutes  

The Council came to full consensus with members present and adopted the April 4, 2022 meeting 

notes as posted in advance of the meeting without changes. The following Council Members were 

absent for this agenda item:   

• Council Member Todd Mitchell 

• Council Member Nichole Banegas 

• The Honorable Patrick DePoe 

• The Honorable Misty Napeahi 

• Council Member Raeshawna Ware 

• The Honorable Sylvia Miller 

 

V. EJ Council Staff Update 

Sierra Rotakhina, Council Manager: 

• Noted that the Council now has funding to hire a full-time Climate Commitment Act (CCA) staff 

person in the new fiscal year. Sierra asked the Council Members to let her know if they want 

to participate in the interview process. 
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• Shared that the public comment period on the federal Climate & Economic Justice Screening 

tool had been extended to today (5/25/2022). 

• Created a briefing document on Health Equity Zones which is included in the meeting 

materials. This document also includes information on the Pro-Equity Anti-Racism executive 

order. Both can have synergy with HEAL.  

▪ Council Member Mendoza noted that as the Council develops the EJ Assessment the 

Council should be connected with whoever is developing the Equity Impact Review 

so as to avoid duplication and/or conflicting processes. 

• Provided a brief update on the $500,000 grant that will pass through the Department of Health 

on to a statewide Environmental Justice community-based organization, who would then be 

tasked with setting up a community participation fund. Sierra noted that Council staff are 

working within the Department of Health to figure out the role of the EJ Council and which 

staff at the Department of Health have the knowledge and capacity to manage that work. Staff 

hope to have a more substantive update soon. 

 

VI. Proposed 2022 and First Quarter 2023 Meeting Schedule 

The Council came to full consensus with members present and adopted the proposed meeting 

schedule as posted in advance of the meeting without changes. The following Council Members 

were absent for this agenda item:   

• Council Member Todd Mitchell 

• Council Member Nichole Banegas 

• The Honorable Patrick DePoe 

• The Honorable Misty Napeahi 

• Council Member Raeshawna Ware 

• The Honorable Sylvia Miller 

 

VII. Developing Subcommittees 
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Sierra Rotakhina shared possible subcommittee ideas, and recommended prioritizing convening a 

Climate Commitment Act Committee and Community Engagement Committee due to limited staff 

capacity and the need to begin work on these two topics. 

The Council came to full consensus with members present to convene three Committees: 

1) Climate Commitment Act Committee 

2) Community Engagement Committee 

3) Governance Committee 

The following Council Members were not present for this decision:  

• Council Member Nichole Banegas 

• The Honorable Patrick DePoe 

• The Honorable Misty Napeahi 

• Council Member Raeshawna Ware 

• Council Member Maria Batayola  

• The Honorable Jarred-Michael Erickson  

• Council Member Lua Pritchard 

• The Honorable Sylvia Miller 

 

The group discussed, but did not check for consensus or make decisions on the following points: 

• Committee leadership. 

• That the Committees are advisory but would need to bring recommendations back to the 

full Council for decision-making. 

• The possibility of including community experts who are not Council Members on the 

Committees.  

• That the EJ Assessment Committee is a priority to be convened as soon as possible as well.   

 

VIII. Public Comment  

No members of the public provided public comments during this comment period.  
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IX. Community Engagement Guide – Next Steps and Process  

Rowena Pineda, EJ Advisor to the Council, and Charmi Ajmera, Equity and Social Justice Manager 

for the Division of Environmental Public Health at the Department of Health and the HEAL 

Interagency Work Group representative for the Department of Health presented. They presented 

the need for this work to happen with the Council and communities at the speed of trust and 

recommended four Council motions:  

 

1. Agencies adopt DRAFT community engagement plans by July 1, 2022. 

2. EJ Council staff, in partnership with covered agencies staff, conduct community listening 

sessions statewide during the summer and fall of 2022 to learn from community members 

about preferred engagement on environmental justice issues, and how to be partners in co-

authoring updates/changes to the community engagement guide. 

3. EJ Council staff work with Tribal Liaisons of HEAL covered agencies, Governor’s Office of 

Indian Affairs (GOIA), and tribal representatives on the EJ Council to get guidance on next 

steps for how best to coordinate and collaborate with tribal governments.  

4. Work with the EJ Council, communities, and tribal governments to update the community 

engagement guide to reflect what EJ staff heard during listening sessions and tribal 

consultations.  

 

Several Council Members expressed concerns that it would appear that the Council was approving 

the draft (rather than supporting the process for agencies to post a draft that will be the first draft 

to begin dialogue and co-authorship with communities and the Council).  

 

Council Member Guillen pointed out that the Council should say the truth in the wording of the 

motion. The truth is the State did not allow the formation of EJ Council in a timely manner. Council 

Member Guillen noted that the wording needs to include the fact is that the process moved before 

mailto:envjustice@ejc.wa.gov


 

 

To request this document in an alternate format or a different language, please contact Sierra 

Rotakhina in any language, at envjustice@ejc.wa.gov or 360-584-4398. 

  

the Council could even address it. She expressed that she does not want her community to see her 

here sitting falling in line with what the state wants because that is also not her goal. So to build 

trust in the community, in the documents the Council creates that are public, there needs to be a 

recognition that something wrong happened here in the creation of this EJ Council. 

 

The Council Members did a consensus-check / took straw polls on the first two motions. These 

consensus-checks revealed that many Council Members were not comfortable moving forward with 

the motions as proposed, many members were also not comfortable moving to a consensus check 

on motions related to tribal engagement without the Council’s tribal representatives present. 

Council staff recommended that the Council pause this conversation and decision-making for today, 

let the Community Engagement Committee meet to form some recommendations for the Council, 

and then revisit this conversation at the June 22, 2022 Council meeting.  

 

X. Public Comment (the Council Member Discussion of the CCA agenda item was moved to 

after public comment) 

Jean Mendoza, Friends of Toppenish Creek from Yakima County, provided public comment stating 

that they consider themselves an elder and community leader and that their community has been 

betrayed by the state agencies over and over again. They provided comments that this Council 

must require the Interagency Group to address trust, ongoing trust issues and ongoing 

discrimination that is happening in the state right now, before moving forward on anything. Saying 

that we have to trust before we move forward is one thing, but saying that you have to trust us so 

we can meet a deadline is another thing. Jean Mendoza noted that Ecology and Washington State 

Department of Agriculture and probably the Department of Health as well have missed multiple 

deadlines, (sometimes going back five to eight years) and expressed that holding a deadline over 

your head is a control measure in my opinion.  

 

XI. Council Member Discussion of the CCA  
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Council Member Running-Grass amplified what Council Member Guillen had shared earlier about 

something going wrong in the process for the HEAL Community Engagement plans timeline and 

noted that this is the case with the CCA rulemaking as well. Council Member Running-Grass 

proposed a two-track approach for the proposed cap and invest rules: 

1) Formally request an extension of the public comment period for a specified duration while 

also working to develop Council recommendations on the rules with the time available.   

2) Do our own rulemaking event as a webinar in mid-June and mobilize communities and EJ-

related organizations encouraging them to comment.  

The Council Members present reached consensus on adopting the proposal to provide comments 

on the cap and invest rules during the timeframe allocated, while also issuing a formal statement 

from the Council asking for more time. Council Members absent for this agenda item: 

• Council Member Nichole Banegas 

• The Honorable Patrick DePoe 

• The Honorable Misty Napeahi 

• Council Member Raeshawna Ware 

• Council Member Maria Batayola  

• The Honorable Jarred-Michael Erickson  

• Council Member Lua Pritchard 

• The Honorable Sylvia Miller 

 

Because the meeting was running late, the Council did not have sufficient time to deliberate and 

vote on the second proposal to hold a rulemaking event/webinar in June.   

 

Council Member Mendoza noted that the Council has asked the Department of Ecology if the 

Council will be bound by the public comment period or if they will have additional time and have 

not received an answer to that. He noted that the Council has also requested annotations of the 
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rules which they have not received. He also asked if Ecology will provide information sessions for 

the public 

 

Sierra Rotakhina shared that the Department of Ecology did send her some document to forward to 

the Council today that she will be forwarding out. She also noted that at its first meeting the CCA 

Committee will have an opportunity to discuss how they want to engage on the proposed cap and 

invest rules.  

 

Council Member Piazza invited Joshua Grice, Department of Ecology Staff, to respond to Council 

Member Mendoza’s comments.  Joshua Grice apologized for the late delivery of the background 

documents (now posted here as supplemental materials for the May 25th meeting).  

 

Joshua Grice noted that the public hearings will also include an overview presentation followed by 

a Q&A session and then a chance for the public to provide testimony.  

 

Council Members highlighted the difficulty of getting through the rules, analyzing them, and 

understanding the impacts on tribes and communities with the time provided.  

 

Joshua Grice confirmed that Ecology would not think of the Council as constrained by the public 

comment period that is available to the rest of the public in general. He highlighted the reality of a 

statute deadline to adopt the rules, but that he thinks Ecology, in general, envisions a much more 

extended engagement with the Council about the matters covered by this rules that would not be 

constrained by that public comment period. 

  

ADJOURNMENT 

LaKesha Kimbrough adjourned the meeting at 6:50 p.m. 
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Appendix A: Council Member Representation  

• Council Member Maria Batayola: My name is Maria Batayola and I come bringing the voices 

of aviation impacted communities. I chair the [Beacon Hill] Council, with 40,000 people with 

40% people of color and 40% immigrants and refugees. We collaborate with the larger SeaTac 

aircraft and other flights paths, so that's about 400,000 people with 50% people of color and 

20% immigrants and refugees. Thank you for asking the question. 

• Council Member Maria Blancas: Although I have an affiliation with the University of 

Washington as a staff there, I am here as a Community Member on the Council representing 

different groups. I am from Central Washington, the beautiful City of Quincy, and 

representing farm workers, Latinx communities, and immigrant communities across the 

state, but specifically Central Washington.  

• The Honorable Jarred Michael Erickson: I’m here representing Eastern Washington Tribes in 

particular.  

• Council Member Running Grass: I am holding the academic seat here on the Council. My 

academic connection is with Antioch University Graduate School here in Seattle where I teach 

in the Urban Environmental Program. I'm also representing Three Circles Center, which is my 

consultancy, through which I work on educational issues having to do with Environmental 

Justice and environmental issues working all around the country, including here in 

Washington State, Oregon, Alaska, and Idaho.  

• Council Member Rosalinda Guillen: I'm a Community Representative. I represent low-income 

workers, under-represented communities in rural areas of Washington State. In some case 

not represented at all. All vulnerable communities that have been impacted by ecological 

damage in the State of Washington, Latino, immigrant and farm workers across the State of 

Washington. 

• Council Member Aurora Martin: I'm the Co-Executive Director of capacity building at Front 

and Centered. My Community Membership role is to essentially to represent the many 

different organizational member interests that comprise the Front and Center Coalition.  
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• Council Member David Mendoza: My seat on the Council is based off my experience working 

on Environmental Justice issues. So I don't directly represent any organization or community, 

but I would say that I try to bring my full self and my experiences to my work here on the 

Council. I am a third generation Mexican American. My grandparents emigrated from Mexico. 

I have lived in overburdened communities most of my life, and have that experience. I really 

have spent a lot of time in community that is have faced a lot of the issues that we talk about 

here. I think one of the most formative experiences I have had that I bring to this table is my 

experience as Co-Chair of the Environmental Justice Task Force. Where we traveled across 

the state and listened directly to impacted communities and heard from folks in Yakima and 

Northwest Washington and Vancouver and all of the experiences they have and the burdens 

they face and frankly the lack of trust they have in Government. So I carry that experience as 

I sit here and do this work for this Council.  

• Council Member Esther Min: I am the other person sitting with Running-Grass in an EJ 

practitioner seat. So I do not represent an organization. I am affiliated with the University of 

Washington as clinical faculty and with Front and Centered as a Director of Environmental 

Health and Research Partnerships. I carry with me the experiences I bring having moved here 

from a different country in High School and, you know, English as a second language. I 

currently work a lot with frontline communities and highly impacted communities on climate 

change, on the legacy of pollution, environmental racism, so I bring that experience with me 

here.  

• Dawn Vyvyan: Present on behalf of Vice Chair Miller from the Puyallup Tribe.  

• Council Member Nirae Petty: I'm here as the youth representative on the EJ Council. I also 

bring my experience as Advocacy Program Manager for Metropolitan Seattle and we serve 

Black and underserved community in the greater Seattle area.  

• Council Member Lua Pritchard: Executive Director of Asia Pacific Cultural Center, which 

mission is to bridge communities and generations through art, culture, education, and 

business. We represent, teach, and showcase about the 47 nations that make up all of Asia 
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and all of the South Pacific.  I am also the Chair of the Pierce County Asian Pacific Islander 

Coalition, which is a member of the seven chapters state wide Asian Pacific Islander Coalition 

of Washington. We represent and advocate for issues related to all of our people, Asia Pacific 

people, in the State of Washington. I also bring over 30 years of community leadership 

advocacy for BIPOC in terms of low income, poor, homelessness, disadvantage, and disabled. 

All issues related to those matters I can be a voice of.  

• Council Member David Bayne: Representing the Department of Health. I serve as the Deputy 

Secretary for the Office of Strategic Partnerships. My office is responsible for external 

relationships, including our local health jurisdictions and non-traditional partnerships in 

public health. In terms of who I represent, I myself am a Black male, so representing the 

African American community, but in my role officially, I think representing the public health 

sector generally.  

• Council Member Laura Blackmore: I am the Executive Director of Puget Sound Partnership, 

which is a State Agency, so I'm here in that capacity representing those who are engaged in 

Puget Sound recovery.  

• Council Member Tom Bugert: I'm from the Department of Natural Resources. I'm a nonvoting 

Member here in service for all the public of Washington State.  

• Council Member Allison Dane Camden: I'm with the Department of Transportation, I serve as 

Deputy Assistant Secretary. In my role for the Department, we serve all users of the 

transportation system. So those who walk, bike, roll, drive, take buses, rail, and use the 

transportation system.  

• Council Member Michael Furze: I'm excited to be here in this space with you all today 

representing the State Department of Commerce. The Department of Commerce does 107 

things well, from working to end homelessness, building affordable housing, international 

trade and economic development. The team that I lead does energy policy and programs. 

And we're leading the implementation of the HEAL Act for the entire agency.  
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• Council Member Millie Piazza: Also an Ex Officio Member representing the Washington State 

Department of Ecology, more specifically I'm the Program Manager of our Office of Equity 

and Environmental Justice, but the agency serves every person and community in 

Washington in its management and regulatory duties related to water, shoreline, toxics, air, 

climate, as well as a host of other programmatic environmental areas. 

• Council Member Nicole Johnson: I am the Ex Officio Member representing the Washington 

State Department of Agriculture. We are involved in the agriculture community, food safety, 

we assist with food assistance programs. I'm the Equity Policy Advisor.  
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